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from the Chairman

board of directors

From the civil rights movement to corporate reform, the

American judicial system has been a major catalyst for social

progress. In 1999, on the heels of a historic $2.1 billion class

action settlement, Buddy Low, Hubert Oxford and I presented

an idea to the court to use unclaimed funds to open the doors

of the digital age to America’s most underprivileged. 

“ The idea launched in a courthouse has developed into nearly 2,000 
technology centers in schools and community-based organizations in all 50
states and the District of Columbia. The Beaumont Foundation of America,
with the help of its alliance partners, is closing a gap and bringing hope and
opportunity where it is needed most. Thousands of children, adults, senior 
citizens, and people with disabilities formerly left behind, now employ 
technology as a tool to enhance their lives. 

Never before has a class action lawsuit been so prolific, creating a ripple
effect that benefits so many. It is clear that we are witnessing history. 
The Beaumont Foundation of America is a beginning, but the possibilities 
are endless.  

It is our hope that other leaders and lawmakers will join our national effort
to promote replication of this model of giving. Settlement dollars normally
returned to corporations can be used to respond to social ills ranging from dig-
ital equity to scholarships and medical care. A new opportunity for social justice
is on the horizon, and we are proud to report it began in Beaumont, Texas.

We take great pride in our work and the legacy it will generate. The
Foundation has assembled a team of professionals dedicated to the effort of
achieving digital equity and creating a model for this unique form of philanthropy.
Our grantees—selected from thousands of applicants—exemplify quality and
unwavering devotion to human service. Without a doubt, communities are
advancing and components for success are in place.  

The Beaumont Foundation of America has made great strides, and we are
excited about what the future holds. Grateful acknowledgement is owed to our
many corporate and charitable friends and partners as well as our talented staff
and dedicated grantees, all of whom steadfastly support our mission. We will
continue to learn and to grow, we will continue to be a voice for inclusion and
equity, and we will accept nothing short of excellence.

Implementing a national giving strategy was our goal for 2003, and in
retrospect, we are encouraged by our accomplishments and are
focused on improving future giving. We are gratified by the enthusi-
asm and interest in the Foundation and look forward to reaching
other communities in upcoming years.”

gilbert “buddy” low  Partner,  Orgain,  Bel l  & Tucker,  L.L.P.

We are thrilled to know state-of-the-art Toshiba equipment is trans-
forming lives by connecting individuals, families and communities to
new and exciting learning opportunities.”

ted flati  Vice President  and Treasurer,  Toshiba America Information Systems,  Inc.  

wayne a. reaud 

Chairman 

Beaumont Foundation of America 

and Founder

Reaud, Morgan & Quinn, L.L.P.
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Several phrases come to mind with regard to 2003, our initial

venture into national philanthropy: start-up, best practices and

lessons learned top the list. It was a phenomenal year. 

Marketing was much more effective than we dreamed. There was help from

six governors, five senators, two lieutenant governors, one mayor, two secretaries

of education and one secretary of state from 21 eligible states who joined the

Foundation in spreading the word about our technology awards to the under-

privileged. We received and reviewed many thousands of applications in record time.

The effort was well worth it, and more than $27 million worth of equipment

was granted by the Board of Directors in 2003. Just over 150 public, private,

parochial, and charter schools received equipment valued at $11 million. Community-

based groups and nonprofit organizations at approximately 620 sites were awarded

$14 million worth of equipment. Rounding out the total, the Foundation awarded

approximately 1,000 technology grants valued at $2 million to individuals of all

ages, races and capacity. 

Our national alliance partners were an integral part of the equation. As part

of community awards, technology equipment valued at more than $11 million was

distributed to nearly 500 Boys & Girls Clubs of America’s Operation Connect

and Salvation Army’s eQuip for Success sites in eligible states. Through these 

collaborations, we enhance the impact of our philanthropy and affirm the power

of community involvement  

All 2003 education and community applications were submitted and scored

online, and in a follow-up survey conducted by the Foundation, more than 88 

percent of users reported the technique as “easy to use.” Applications were reviewed

by a minimum of two professionals with third-party assessments when necessary.

The list of 2003 and other grantees can be accessed in the Yearbook section

of www.bmtfoundation.com. Additional information about the Foundation and

grant opportunities also are available on our website.  

beaumont foundationof America

the salvation army houston adult rehabilitation center, which serves 300 men 

annually, calls its computer lab a “godsend” because clients—all former substance abusers—can

now participate in a comprehensive GED program, search for jobs on the Internet and learn basic

tech skills. A partnering community college volunteers to tutor participants like George, who may

be unfamiliar with terms such as “online” and “search engine” because they have little or no expe-

rience using technology.

“Visiting grantees across 

the country, I learned the size

of the grant, location of the

building and background of

clients are minor details.

What is significant is their

earnest devotion to service

and thoughtful use of 

technology to revitalize 

traditional methods of 

teaching and learning.”

w. frank newton 

President and CEO

“ With a mission of 
meeting human need, we
daily witness the change
produced by technology.

Our partnership provides
clients the opportunity to
learn new skills, connect
with family and friends
and strengthen spiritual
connections, all of which
are key to engendering

hope and interest 
in the future.”

commissioner 

W. Todd Bassett 

National  Commander 

Salvation Army

a l l i a n c e  p a r t n e r
the salvation army 
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BEAUMONT FOUNDATION of America

The promise of technology is not in the state-of-the-art 

hardware the Foundation distributes but in the technology

projects transforming entire school communities and organ-

izations. More importantly, it is the hope reflected on the 

faces of students and adults when allowed to expand their

immediate reality. The promise of technology is about access to

information—we can provide the tool, yet it is our grantees who

provide access to the rich resources of the information age.
We are inspired daily by stories about transformations due to the addition of

technology. You can read about several in this report and more projects eventually

will be featured on our website, www.bmtfoundation.com.

The 2003 grantees exemplify the Foundation’s idea of integrating technology

seamlessly into teaching and learning. The work occurring across this country in

schools, community-based organizations, Boys & Girls Clubs, and Salvation Army

sites is nothing short of exemplary. Grantees are leveraging their technology grants,

sharing resources, actively pursuing additional funding to support projects, and

extending use of their equipment to their communities. 

This year was not without challenges—programmatic and technical problems

affected some projects. First-year growing pains and budget cuts troubled schools

and community-based organizations. Furthermore, integrating technology into

instruction and programs is hard work requiring many resources and a strong 

commitment from all levels to be successful. 

We are a foundation driven by our grantees. We listen, solicit responses on

our processes, welcome recommendations, and use feedback to inform how we

plan and think. Like our grantees, we are still learning, still overcoming start-up

challenges and constantly engaging in dialogue about our role in this arena.   

It is because of our grantees that the Beaumont Foundation of America has

an impact on lives of underprivileged populations. Their work motivates us to

think more strategically about the way we distribute awards as well as the level of

resources and support needed to integrate technology successfully.

overview of programs

“Thanks to the incredible work

of our grantees, the Foundation, 

a completely unknown entity in

2002, is a hot topic of conversa-

tion in schools and community

organizations across the nation.

Grantees’ accomplishments are

creating a momentum of their

own and having a greater impact

than we ever imagined.”

daryl ann borel

Executive Director 

of Grant Administration

e d u c a t i o n  g r a n t
new york city 

“In New York City, 

BFA has created a momentum

around instructional technology

greater than any initiative in

recent years. The Department of

Education provides 

programmatic, technical and

logistical support and hopes to

serve as a model for large urban

school districts by uniting 

schools and communities.”

jeffrey w.  piontek

Lead Instructional  Technology

Special i st  

NYC Department of  Education

54

lower east side prep high school in new york city is a second-chance school for young

adults ages 17 to 21. All students, including Jing “Jocelyn” and Jian “Serendy,” are eligible for the

National School Lunch Program, and more than 80 percent are first-generation Chinese immigrants

with no access to technology at home. With receipt of Personal Digital Assistants, the school has

transformed the curriculum—and culture—with instant research, wireless classrooms, parent

involvement, and a checkout program for 24-hour access. 
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2003 Grantees

Haskett Branch Library 
in Anaheim, California
serves a vibrant, diverse
community with computer
classes, homework help
and open lab time. The
library partners with a
variety of community
groups to provide classes
in English, Spanish and
Vietnamese, with the
city’s Therapeutic Center
to offer classes to dis-
abled youth ages 6 to 18,
and with a community
center to offer instruction
for senior citizens.   

The project director at
Naples Elementary views
their grant as a gift to the
community and a means to
improve the lives of every
man, woman and child in
Boundary County, Idaho.
Fourth graders directed a
letter to the local newspaper,
“Maybe you are a police-
man, fireman or someone
who used to work at the
mill before it closed…”
inviting community mem-
bers to come learn how to
use their new laptops.
Many did. 

The 81-year-old Ebenezer
Missionary Baptist Church
in Selma, Alabama, is the
only institution in a low-
income, high-risk neighbor-
hood. Their new technology
center offers adult education
classes, job training, basic
and advanced computer
classes and an after-school
program open until 6:30pm.
On Saturdays, the center is
filled with adults learning
word processing and pres-
entation skills in a class
called “Using Theology to
teach Technology.”    

Colonias Unidas in Rio
Grande City, Texas, uses
Internet technology to
combat the crippling
effects of poverty in this
rural, unincorporated,
substandard settlement.
Students complete home-
work assignments and
adults study English as a
Second Language. On
September 16, Mexican
Independence Day, 
community members 
celebrate their enhanced
independence as a result 
of the new computer lab. 

A graduate of Harvard
Divinity School and Kennedy
School of Government,
Randy has a form of 
muscular dystrophy that
deteriorates muscle tissue.
Because of state budget
cuts, he was unable to
obtain a personal care
attendant. He therefore
lost his job and was moved
to shared quarters in a
nursing home. He uses 
his computer to develop a
business plan and conduct
policy-based research to
benefit people with disabili-
ties. His hope is to work
again as a taxpayer, not 
tax consumer, and he calls 
his laptop, “a tether to the
world, hope made real.”

Chris, a teen in East
Central Ministries’ Wings
of Eagles Native American
Leadership Development
program, researches 
information for homework.
The lab and food cooperative
are only a couple of 
programs offered by the
organization located in a
low-income neighborhood
of Albuquerque. The lab 
is used by community
members to search for
employment opportunities,
practice job skills and 
create personal websites,
among other activities. 
The computers have not
only provided skills, 
education and awareness
for individuals but have
helped create a place 
where neighbors gather 
to “build community with 
a purpose.”

6 7

Lutheran Social Services of
South Dakota works with
immigrants and refugees
primarily using technology
for English as a Second
Language classes. Many
clients never had used a
computer and were wary.
An elderly Congolese
woman set an example and
others followed. One
enticement is the ability to
e-mail families in other
countries, and the project
director proclaims wireless
Internet access is wonder-
ful and serves as a means
to bring the world to their
classroom. 

creating a momentum of their own and having a greater
impact than we ever imagined...

“This grant is such a blessing

because our equipment was

10 years old. When we 

present a certificate of 

completion to one of our

homeless men, he’ll say he

has never completed 

anything in his life and this

program means more 

than anything.”

Seattle Union Gospel Mission
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assets
Community Bank Investments 10,094,534

Northern Trust Investments 322,276,411 

Total Investments 332,370,945

Fixed Assets
Leasehold Improvements 366,841

Office Equipment 546,610

Total Fixed Assets 913,451

Cash and Other Miscellaneous Assets 1,661,411

Total Assets 334,945,807

liabilities and net assets

Accounts Payable and Other Liabilities 1,427,487

Net Assets 333,518,320

Total Liabilities and Net Assets 334,945,807

beaumont foundation of America

January-December 03
revenue and expenditures

Investment Income 3,539,906

expenses
Grants 23,284,756

Consultants 2,390,546
Salaries and Related Taxes 3,173,648

Employee Benefit Programs 815,582
Office Supplies and Equipment 469,297

Travel 324,742
Telephone 301,195

Advertising 254,016
Contract Labor 241,054

Printing and Reproduction 239,519
Depreciation 217,411

Professional Fees 520,226
Insurance 126,874

Rent 115,947
Miscellaneous 372,574

Total Expenditures 32,847,387

Changes in Net Assets (Decrease) (29,307,481)

courtland, kansas, has won more than 50 awards from the state’s pride program,

which encourages and assists local governments and volunteers in making their community a

better place to live and work. All 350 citizens now have access to technology and free Internet at

the library, where Drew and other students are enlisted to assist teaching technology to seniors

like Neva. The local cable channel advertises all upcoming computer classes, and in a small town

word of mouth is a powerful thing. In the first six months, more than one-half of the community

participated. 

balance sheet
as of december 31, 2003

revenue and
expenditures
year ending december 31, 2003

community  grant
courtland, kansas
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“I made a commitment that

all our citizens would be

computer literate. I posted a

notice for technology classes

for seniors but had to work

on some of them, especially

the elderly farmers. As one

of the instructors, I’m real

proud of all of them.”

mayor tim garman

Courtland, Kansas

BFAAR036.25  7/26/04  11:05 AM  Page 11



hector, a rice university graduate, is profoundly deaf. His wireless laptop makes

communicating via e-mail and online relay telephone services far easier and he now is

truly “mobile.” He also can use Internet resources to attain his goal of being a financial

advisor, as classes often do not accommodate an interpreter. When not studying,

writing his journal or checking online news, he helps nonprofits, low-income or 

disabled people with taxes and budget spreadsheets and seeks employment.

individual grant
hector alviar

1110

By the end of 2004, we will have reached Americans of all

color and creed in every state in the nation. We will continue

to grant equipment to schools, nonprofit institutions and

organizations as well as individuals until funds are disseminated.

Although more people than ever use computers and have access to the Internet,

the need is still great. We know, for example, nearly every job requires the skills

to use a computer. By 2010, jobs in technology and mathematics will increase by

67 percent. 

While the future is never foreseeable, several points are certain for the

Beaumont Foundation of America:   

• We remain committed to seeking and supporting schools and community 

organizations with a history of exceptional service to low-income individuals and

their families.   

• We anticipate that our emphasis on partnerships and maximum use of technology

will extend the benefits of our grants into surrounding communities and create

lasting collaborations that will yield positive societal change.  

• We expect our grants to spark further interest and investment in technology in

the places where people live and learn: homes, schools, churches, community organ-

izations, and public spaces. 

• We will continue to serve as a model for future class action lawsuits to create 

benefits for society as a whole.

Our confidence in the future is based on experiences we have daily with our

grantees. We are awed, inspired and humbled by their collective commitment to

learning, exploration, partnership, and transformation. We are indebted to these

grantees as they provide the wisdom to envision the future.   

in the future

“The laptop has really
changed our lives. My three

kids and I all use it for
reports and homework and

go on the Internet daily.
The computer was essential

in helping me receive
Associate of Arts degrees in

Microcomputer/Operations
and Technology, and now I

plan on pursuing a 
bachelor’s degree.”

anna hoops

Air Force  Veteran,  

Assiniboine Tribe

Harlem, Montana

“Although our facility is in a

neighborhood rife with gangs and

graffiti, the community is aware

the services we offer benefit

everyone. We’re the 

safe harbor because we provide 

access to technology.”

will reed

President  and CEO

Technology For All ,  Inc.
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E X EC U T I V E  S TA F F

Frank Newton
President and 

Chief Executive Officer

Donald L. Groninger
Vice President, 

Chief Operating Officer

Sidney H. Cohen
Vice President, Treasurer, 

Chief Financial Officer

Robert W. Craft
Secretary and General Counsel

Daryl Ann Borel
Executive Director of 

Grant Administration

C. Edward Keller
Executive Director of Grant Review and

Authentication

John Carman
Director of Procurement

Franny Oxford
Director of Human Resources 

Sean Richardson
Director of Information Technology

P R O G R A M  OF F IC E R S

Angelique Albert
Scout Carr

Shirley De La Cruz
David Geilhufe

Pat Griffith
Cecilia Gutierrez

Nora Jean Hernandez
Lois Loofbourrow

Marian Pekar
Virginia S. Peoples

Ollie Rashid
Michelle Reynolds
Michael D. Smith
Shannon Sullivan
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Boys & Girls Clubs of Central Oregon - Bend Branch, housed in a wonderful, historic

building, is most proud of its Tech Center. Curriculum includes Internet safety and basic com-

puter skills for 1,100 kids ages 6 to 18. Members like Alyssa and Savon can capture, edit and dis-

play their own photos and incorporate them in presentations. Computers also are shared with

the community, particularly Grandma’s House, an organization that serves young mothers and

mothers-to-be who have been forced to leave their homes and need to learn job and life skills. 

a l l i a n c e  p a r t n e r
boys & girls clubs of america

12

“Our partnership with 
the Foundation has 

produced more than 300
state-of-the-art technology

centers allowing us to 
provide a level playing field

in technology for 
millions of young people

who need it most. We are
proud to partner with the

Foundation in 
creating a legacy.”

roxanne spillett

President

Boys  & Girls  Clubs  of  America

“ Our students use technology to learn about sound, composition, improvisation, and

recording techniques. With arrangement and composition software, they can experiment

with elements of music and create original  compositions. By using multimedia software,

they can create reports that include sound, notation and images. The Internet offers access

to additional information, from educational and research facilities around the world.”

Harlan Community Academy High School ,  Chicago
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BEAUMONT FOUNDATION
of America

a nonprofit corporation

Information for 
everyone, everywhere, anytime.

470 Orleans, First Floor  Beaumont, Texas 77701  409.838.1812  www.bmtfoundation.com
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